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Local

By Nate Reens
nreens@mlive.com

A year after securing
convictions in the 1989 cold
case murder of Shannon
Siders,
some of
the same
investiga-
tors are
tackling a
1983 homi-
cide in
which the
victim’s
body never has been found.
Police onWednesday

announced a task force
of Michigan State Police
investigators, led by
Detective Sgt. Scott Rios,
the Newaygo County
Sheriff’s Department and
the county prosecutor, is
focused on the slaying of
Richard Atwood.

Atwood, 25, ofWhite
Cloud, vanished Aug. 10,
1983, and was reported
missing 12 days later by
family members, who had
been trying to locate him
on their ownwithout
success.
The task force has

conductedmultiple inter-
views, and authorities
said evidence has been re-
examined.
Investigators “are con-

fident that advances in
forensic science and infor-
mation technology will
generate new leads,” in the
case.
Rios declined to discuss

why or how Atwood was
killed.
Police periodically have

worked the case over the
years, most recently taking
a closer look in 2004,

when Rios was the sole
detective assigned to the
investigation.
“The best approach is to

take a team effort,” he said.
Atwood’s vehicle was

recovered in the Grand
Rapids area Oct. 17, 1983,
but the task force has yet
to involve Kent County
agencies.
Police said cold cases

often are solved as relation-
ships change betweenwit-
nesses and others, some-
timesmaking themmore
likely to speakwith investi-
gators and less apt to cover
for possible suspects.
Anyone with more

information is urged
to contact Rios at rioss@
michigan.gov, theMichigan
State Police at 231-873-2171
or Silent Observer,
231-652-1121.
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By John Agar
jagar@mlive.com

A Beldingman found
withMolotov cocktails in
his car
has been
sentenced
to four
months
in federal
prison.
Kevin

Bert
Fenton,
35, also was sentenced by
U.S. District Judge Robert

Jonker to two years on
supervised release once
the prison term ends.
Fenton had pleaded

guilty to possessing an
unregistered destructive
device.
He was arrested Oct. 19

byWyoming police in a
traffic stop on 44th Street
SW, near Clay Avenue.
Police who stopped him

detected the odor of gaso-
line in the car and found
five glass bottles filled with
gasoline and canola oil and

a rag for a fuse, records
showed.
The government alleged

Fenton “committed this
offense for the club.”
The government linked

him to the motorcycle club
through text messages,
call records and bond pay-
ments, records showed.
Records did not detail

what Fenton intended to
do withMolotov cocktails.
His attorney referenced

the Iron Coffins Motorcycle
Club in court documents.
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